    This is ol' Uncle Billy" ... William R. Dillavou 1810-1909.
 

Descendants of William Robert DILLAVOU
 

Generation No. 1
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1.  WILLIAM ROBERT2 DILLAVOU  (JOHN1) was born December 03, 1810 in Salem Co, NJ, and died August 08, 1909 in Weldon, De Witt Co, IL.  He married (1) JANE LYTLE 1830 in Montgomery Co, OH.  She was born June 28, 1809 in OH, and died October 01, 1854 in Creek Twp, De Witt Co, IL.  He married (2) MARIA JOHNSTON PARKER March 30, 1856 in De Witt Co, IL.  She was born February 1814 in PA, and died March 09, 1892 in Weldon, De Witt Co, IL.  He married (3) LUCINDA B. MARKHAM CLAGG July 22, 1894 in De Witt Co, IL, daughter of NATHANIEL E. MARKHAM and NANCY AGNES SWAINE.  She was born Abt. 1825 in Botetourt Co, VA, and died Aft. 1910 in Clintonia Twp, De Witt Co, IL.

 

Notes for WILLIAM ROBERT DILLAVOU:

Clinton Republic -- May 27, 1887: 

"Uncle Billy Dillavou, who enlisted in the 107th Illinois Infantry long after he had passed the age when he was liable to military duty, has lately been granted a pension dating from June 30, 1865.  From that date till 1884 he was allowed four dollars a month, and from 1884 it was increased to eight dollars a month.  The old man will get nearly $1200 back pension and eight dollars a month during the remaining days of his life.  Uncle Billy has deposited the money in one of our city banks, and will use it sparingly to provide him the comforts of life.  The old man and his boys were all in the army and made excellent soldiers." 

------------------------------------------------------------

"His Journey Is Ended -

William R. Dillavou. DeWitt County's Oldest Man, Passes to His Reward

It is rare indeed, that a man is permitted to trod the path of life for more than the allotted three score and ten, yet there are some about us who have been given this privilege. The number who reach the seventieth milestone is comparatively limited and only occasionally do we hear of those who plod along until they border upon the century mark. But such is the case of another of DeWitt county's oldest residents who has just been called to his eternal reward.

William R. Dillavou died at his home southwest of the city, at eight o'clock Sunday evening. He was born in Salem county, New Jersey, December 3, 1810. At the age of eight years his parents emigrated westward and he had a distinct memory of the trip, seeing other emigrants cross the Allegheny mountains to Ohio. The Dillavou's first settled in Ohio and then moved to Indiana, living there about 20 years. In this state in 1830, the subject of this sketch married his first wife. They came to Illinois in 1850 and located near the town of Mt. Pleasant, now Farmer City, and two or three years they moved to Creek township, where the wife died on the old Billy Bennett farm in 1854. Four years later he married the widow, Maria Parker, with whom he lived 32 years, she dying about 1890. He married a third time in July 1892, to Mrs. James Klagg, who was born August 10, 1833. They moved to the old J.J. Robinson place just southwest of the city, which they bought on Thanksgiving day, 1905. 

Mr. Dillavou was the father of seven children, five of whom are living; Nancy Ann Glenn of Clinton; Dickson Dillavou at home; Mary Jane Hughes, Seneca, Kan., John T. Dillavou, Kansas, Luther Dillavou, Iowa.

"Uncle Billy," as he familiarly known, was an old time Methodist and had been a member of that church since 1827. At his death his membership was with the M.E. Church at Weldon. In his early life he was a cobbler and often said he believed he made the first pair of shoes with pegged soles that were ever made in the country. He never had a pair of shoes until he made them for himself. There were no matches in those days, and no plows. His plowing was done with a wooden mould board which he made himself. He experienced all the hardships of the pioneers and agreat deal more than many of the early settlers.

Mr. Dillavou was the oldest man in DeWitt county and also claimed the rare and honorable distinction of being the oldest living soldier of the civil war, this by virtue of the fact that he was admitted to the service of company E, 107th infantry, at the age of 52 years when the age limit was 45 years. If there were older ones they had never been heard from in this section. He served from 1862 until the close of the war. His vitality was remarkable. He could read and write with great ease almost until his last days. His writing was perfectly legible. He and his wife were often seen driving a spirited horse and were familiar figures to all.

Mr. Dillavou had been growing weaker for several days, due principally to the infirmities of age. He first complained of being ill last week, and Saturday evening it was thought he would not survive the night. 

Lacking but a few months of being 99 years of his age, it was hoped he might live to round out the century.

The funeral will be held tomorrow afternoon at the M.E. church, Rev. J.A. Lucas, a former pastor of the church, but now of Lincoln, will conduct the services. The G.A.R. and W.R.C. will attend in a body. The interment will take place in Woodlawn cemetery."

[photocopy of newspaper obituary]

 

Notes for LUCINDA B. MARKHAM CLAGG:

Widow of James B. Clagg. She married James Clagg 5 August 1868 in Bedford Co, Virginia.

Children of WILLIAM DILLAVOU and JANE LYTLE are:


i.
ROBERT L.3 DILLAVOU, b. July 17, 1834, Nettle Creek Twp, Randolph Co, IN; d. April 16, 1871, Nixon Twp, De Witt Co, IL; m. EMILY S. BARRICKMAN, April 23, 1863, De Witt Co, IL; b. Abt. 1846, Nixon Twp, De Witt Co, IL; d. Bef. 1880, Nixon Twp, De Witt Co, IL.


ii.
NANCY ANN DILLAVOU, b. September 1836, Nettle Creek Twp, Randolph Co, IN; d. April 14, 1915, Clinton, De Witt Co, IL; m. JOSEPH GLENN, March 28, 1857, De Witt Co, IL; b. Abt. 1827, TN; d. May 13, 1876, De Witt Co, IL.


iii.
JOHN THOMAS DILLAVOU, b. June 29, 1839, Nettle Creek Twp, Randolph Co, IN; d. November 21, 1908, Clay Center, Clay Co, NE; m. MARY PARKER, October 14, 1866, De Witt Co, IL; b. June 10, 1838, OH; d. May 10, 1915, Aladdin, Crook Co, WY.

 

Notes for JOHN THOMAS DILLAVOU:

Obituary-

Comrade J. T. Dillavou has been mustered out and has gone home. His service in life's army is past. His hardships are ended and he is at rest. As chaplain of John A. Jordan Post, though having many miles to come, none were more faithful than he, and none more than he enjoyed the comradeship of those who drunk from the same canteen, and we believe none more greatly missed the meetings after they ceased. The writer was told of the necessarily fatal bodily ailment many years ago by a physician, and has been surprised that he held off his relentless foe so long. He fought a good fight and nobody doubted the stern stuff of which he was made.

Funeral services were held at the M.E church at 2 p.m. Monday, and the body was laid away in the city cemetery. The funeral sermon was preached by Rev. Winslow, his pastor. Revs. McRae and Miller assisted in the pulpit exercises. Rev. Winslow read the following sketch:

J. T. Dillavou was born in Indiana, June 26, 1839. Oct. 14, 1866, he was united in marriage to Miss Mary Parker. To this union several children were born and four sons together with the widowed mother survive him.

Mr. Dillavou served his country in the civil war as a member of Co. F 41st Illinois infantry.

For many years Mr. Dillavou has lived in our midst with his beloved family, and during all these years he has maintained the high esteem of his neighbors and love of his friends, who all recognized his Christian character and noted his clean life.

Sept. 2, 1906, Brother Dillavou presented his certificate of church membership and united with the M. E. Church at Clay Center, but he had been a faithful member of the church for many years.

For a long time his health has been gradually breaking until last August, when he was confined to his home, and for several weeks has been confined to his bed, and while his suffering has at times been intense, yet he always borne it patiently, and calmly waited for his call into the church triumphant.

Last Saturday with his loving wife and faithful children by his bedside he quietly passed away.

Besides his wife and four sons there are seven grandchildren and an aged father still living at the advanced age of 98 years who mourn their loss.

The entire community with the church and all his friends extend a hearty sympathy to the bereaved family.

----------------------------------------------------

Card of Thanks-

We desire to return our sincere thanks to the friends and neighbors who so kindly assisted during the illness of our dear husband and father, and their tender sympathy in our bereavement will ever be remembered with grateful hearts.

  Mary Dillavou

  E. F. Dillavou

  Ira O. Dillavou

  Perry Dillavou

  James Dillavou

 

 

Notes for MARY PARKER:

Mary Parker Dillavou-

Mary Parker was born in Ohio, June 10, 1838, and died in Ladden, Wyoming, May 10, 1915, at the age of 66 years and 11 months.

She moved with her parents to Illinois at the age of 8 years. In 1866 she was united in marriage to J. T. Dillavou. To this union 5 sons were born, one of whom died in infancy. The other four survive their mother.

Mrs. Dillavou, with her husband and family moved to Clay County, Nebraska in 1893 and located near Clay Center. Here she was bereft of her husband in 1908. In 1910 she moved with her son Perry, to Ladden, Wyoming, where she continued to reside until her death. She leaves 4 sons, Perry and Edward of Ladden, Wyoming, Ira of Spearfish, So. Dakota, James of Dunning, Nebraska, and many relatives and friends to mourn their loss.

She became a Christian in early life uniting with the Baptist church. Later she became a member of the Methodist Episcopal church and continued a faithful member and earnest Christian until God called her home.

Her remains were brought to Clay Center for interment, accompanied by Mr. and Mrs. Ira Dillavou of Spearfish, So. Dakota, Mr. James Dillavou of Dunning, Nebr., and Mr. William Dillavou of Broken Bow, Nebr. The latter was a nephew of the deceased.

There was a short funeral service held at the cemetery, conducted by Rev. Brooks of the Methodist church.

 

 


iv.
MARY JANE DILLAVOU, b. October 28, 1843, Nettle Creek Twp, Randolph Co, IN; d. January 27, 1935, Seneca Twp, Nemaha Co, KS; m. JOHN CLARK HUGHES, February 25, 1864, De Witt Co, IL; b. April 30, 1838, Woodfield, Monroe Co, OH; d. January 12, 1893, Seneca Twp, Nemaha Co, KS.

 

Notes for MARY JANE DILLAVOU:

 KNEW LINCOLN --

  Mrs. Mary Jane Hughes, the oldest of the older Dillavou clan, passed away January 27th, at her home in Seneca, Kansas. She was ninety-two years and three months of age. Mrs. Hughes knew Abraham Lincoln when he was a practicing attorney in Sangamon and Dewitt counties, Illinois. She was present in the courtroom when he conducted trials in her county seat of Clinton. She heard Lincoln when he was instrumental in acquitting a young boy wrongfully accused of murder, a plea that brought tears to the eyes of nearly everyone in the courtroom. Lincoln volunteered his services in this case, as in another case she well remembered. Several women, enraged at the constant visits of their husbands to the village saloon, attacked the bar and poured the contents into the gutter. The women were sued for destroying property. Lincoln defended them successfully. Mrs. Hughes was known as "The Little Flower Woman" in her hometown and attended the missionary society until a few weeks ago. She has attended two of the Dillavou reunions held in the Scranton park.

[Scranton Journal; Thursday, January 31, 1935 - Copied by S. J. Walker]

 

 

Notes for JOHN CLARK HUGHES:

John C.'s father, Denton D. Hughes, was a Methodist circuit rider who died in 1858. His widowed mother Sarah (nee Johnson) married John Dillavou in 1861. John C.'s new step-father was also his wife's grandfather. John C. suffered from injuries inflicted in the Civil War. He and Mary Jane moved to Seneca, Kansas, with his mother and step-father, John Dillavou.

 


v.
WILLIAM DIXON DILLAVOU, b. May 06, 1846, Nettle Creek Twp, Randolph Co, IN; d. June 15, 1925, Riverside Twp, Adams Co, IL; m. NANCY A. LONG, June 08, 1871, Piatt Co, IL; b. July 07, 1846, Hancock Co, OH; d. June 19, 1908, De Witt Co, IL.


vi.
SARAH S. DILLAVOU, b. June 28, 1849, Nettle Creek Twp, Randolph Co, IN; d. March 25, 1887, Lake Fork, Logan Co, IL; m. JOHN W. GODDIN, February 20, 1870, DeWitt Co, IL; b. 1846, OH; d. Aft. 1887.

 

Notes for SARAH S. DILLAVOU:

"Mrs. Sarah S. Godden, daughter of Mr. W. R. Dillavou, of Creek township, died at her home near Lake Fork, Logan county, on last Friday, after an illness of eleven days.  Her eldest daughter died eleven days previous.  Mrs. Godden was born in Randolph county, Indiana, on the 28th of June, 1849, and in the fall of 1850 her parents moved to this county.  She was united in marriage to John GODDEN on the 20th of February, 1870.  Six children were born to them, five boys and one girl.  Mrs. Godden leaves a  husband and five boys, an aged father, three brothers and two sisters to mourn her death." 

 

Child of WILLIAM DILLAVOU and MARIA JOHNSTON is:


vii.
LUTHER CARLTON3 DILLAVOU, b. September 21, 1858, Creek Twp, De Witt Co, IL; d. July 19, 1935, West Point, Lee Co, IA; m. (1) LAURA JANE DAVENPORT, February 05, 1880, De Witt Co, IL; b. September 20, 1861, Harrison Co, MO; d. October 16, 1889, Weldon, De Witt Co, IL; m. (2) HANNAH ELLEN JACKSON, August 12, 1890, IL; b. January 11, 1873, Harp, De Witt Co, IL; d. January 12, 1937, Weldon, De Witt Co, IL.

 

Notes for LUTHER CARLTON DILLAVOU:

L. C. DILLAVOU, 76, RITES IN ILLINOIS

Short Services Held Here Saturday Before Body Was Taken to Weldon, Ill.

L. C. Dillavou, 76, former Lowell merchant and resident of New London for many years, died at the home of son, Edgar Dillavou near West Point last Friday. Mr. Dillavou had been ill for five weeks. For several years he had made his home with his children. Mr. Dillavou farmed for most of his life, later moving to Lowell where he owned and operated a department store. Later he moved to New London and spent the last few years with his children.

Obituary--

Luther Carlton Dillavou, son of William and Maria (Johnston) Dillavou was born in Weldon, Ill., September 21, 1856, the youngest son and the last of his 12 brothers and sisters to pass away.

February 5, 1880, he was married to Laura Davenport, who died October 12, 1889. The following children were born to this union, Gerald, Earl, Mrs. M.P. Henessee, Mrs. Charles Barclay. He later married Hannah Jackson of Weldon, Ill., and moved to Iowa where five children were born, Edgar, Edman and Orne, Mrs. Leland Lite and Aaron Parks Dillavou are deceased.

Short services were held in New London Saturday and the body accompanied by Leland Lite and Mrs. Grace Kinzie was taken to Weldon, Ill., where services were held at the M.E. Church at 2:30. He was buried in the cemetery there beside his wife, Laura.

Mr. Dillavou was a member of the Odd Fellows lodge and the following local lodge brothers attended the funeral Sunday in Illinois: E.R. Morrow, Delbert Gabbert, Chas. Shipley, Fred Linkin, Everett Warth, Chas. Nelson and Forest McCleary.

He is survived by the following children: Gerald of Yarmouth; Earl of Salem; Mrs. Stella Henessee of New London; Mrs. Sylvia Barclay, Sullivan, Ill. Edgar of Lowell; Edman of Ft. Madison, and Orne of Crawfordsville. A daughter, Mrs. Lillian Lite and a son, Aaron preceded him in death.

Mr. Dillavou was well known in the community and had many friends.

[copy of clipping from unknown newspaper]  

  

Notes for LAURA JANE DAVENPORT:

DILLAVOU--

November 1, 1889 --- Mrs. Laura J. Dillavou, wife of Luther C. Dillavou, died October 16, 1889, after a long and painful illness of seven months and three days. She was the daughter of Jeremiah and Sarah Davenport, and was born in Harrison county, Mo., September 20, 1860. Her age was 29 years and 23 days. She leaves a husband, father, mother, two brothers, and four little children, the youngest of which is but ten months old, to mourn her loss. She was converted to the cause of Christ three years ago at Shiloh church, and joined the U. B. Church, and from that time forward lived a devoted Christian life. She was buried in Weldon cemetery October 17, the funeral services being conducted in the M. E. Church by Rev. McCoy. [http://www.rootsweb.com/~ildewitt/id194.htm]
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